
FAIRY “FIREFLY” .25 BUILDING INSTRUCTIONS

By  VANCE MOSHER

THIS  “FIREFLY” IS A TRUE SCALE MODEL


This model is designed to be as light weight as is reasonably possible, given ordinary building methods and materials.  It is strong enough to fly in any fashion desired.  It is not strong enough to survive a crash, but then, neither is any other airplane.  Nothing on the airplane needs “beefing up” for durability.  Heavier airplanes actually hit the ground (‘land’) much harder, and don’t last as long.  You’ll love light weight airplanes after you try one!

These instructions are presented in a convenient sequence to build the airplane.  Read the instructions all the way through before starting construction.  That will give you a much better idea of how to do things.

Use a colored “highliter” marking pen to check off the notes on the plans, to be sure you have seen all of them.

RESIZE ALL SERVO MOUNT CUTOUTS AND HOLES ON THE PLANS TO FIT YOUR SERVOS BEFORE PROCEEDING

WHENEVER A PART CALLS FOR A DRILLED HOLE, DRILL THE HOLE BEFORE CUTTING OUT THE PART.  CENTER PUNCH THE HOLE ON THE “X” MARKED CENTER BEFORE DRILLING.

CUTTING THE PLANS INTO SECTIONS MAKES THEM MUCH EASIER TO USE.

ANY LINE WITH A “DOT” IS SOMETHING YOU NEED TO DO!

· Copy all of the parts that need to be cut out off the plans with a 1:1 office copier. 

· The best cement for all the following ‘stick’ instructions is 3M ”77” spray contact cement.  (Don’t spray this stuff over anything or surface you can’t clean with thinner.)  Nothing else works as well.

WING SKINS

A very good glue for joining wing skins is Deluxe Materials Super Phatic, which is a very thin aliphatic resin that penetrates well, sands easily and sets rapidly.  It doesn’t leave glue lumps.  It comes in a very small bottle, and you won’t use 1/4 of it on this project.  It is also light.

There is a BILL OF MATERIALS at the end of these instructions, so you can buy the stuff you need ahead of time.

